Compton Pre-school Sickness Policy
INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Compton Pre-school follows the guidance provided by the UK Health Security Agency (UK HAS: formerly Public Health England), relating to infectious diseases. We use their publication ‘The Spotty Book’, which provides specific information about infections and when children should be excluded from the setting. This is now with the exception of Hand, Foot and Mouth infection.

If a child/staff member has hand, foot and mouth they need to be off preschool for at least 5 days from the start of the infection. Hand, foot and mouth is extremely contagious so this will help minimise the risk of an outbreak within our small setting. This also gives time for the child/adult to feel better and for spots to have scabbed over. 

Children who are suffering from sickness and diarrhoea must not return to pre-school until they have been symptom free for 48 hours. Children who have a temperature must be kept at home until their temperature returns to normal and has remained so for 24 hours. Children who have been prescribed antibiotics must be kept at home for 24 hours from the first dose. If your child is unwell and cannot come to preschool, please inform us via email or by telephone.
LONG TERM MEDICAL NEEDS

Before a child is accepted into the setting, parents/carers must inform pre-school about any medical needs a child might have. If a child develops a medical condition during their time at pre-school, parents/carers should inform the manager immediately. Information required includes:

· Diagnosis and nature of the condition

· Any complications that may arise

· Special requirements, such as dietary needs

· Medication and possible side effects

· What to do and who to contact in the event of an emergency

A health care plan will be drawn up between Mrs Matthews, the child’s keyworker, parents/carers and, where relevant, associated health professionals. Where appropriate, this will include the participation of the child. This will be reviewed as circumstances change.
MEDICATION

The need to take medicines during pre-school hours can usually be avoided by appropriate dosage intervals and the use of long-acting preparations. If administration is unavoidable however, a member of staff, witnessed by another staff member, will administer any medicine required. This is dependent on the parent/carer completing the relevant consent forms (provided by pre-school).
All medicines must have been recommended by a health care professional.

In case of an allergic reaction, the first dose of any medication MUST be administered at home.

All medication must be kept out of reach of children and stored in a container clearly marked with the child’s name. Asthma inhalers, however, can be kept by staff in a suitable and accessible place.
If a child is unwell and requires paracetamol (such as Calpol) then they are not deemed well enough and will not be allowed to attend preschool on this day.
IF A CHILD BECOMES UNWELL OR IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY

If a child becomes unwell at pre-school the parents/carers will be contacted and asked to collect the child. The child will be kept comfortable by a member of staff until they arrive and isolated if necessary.
In an emergency staff are aware of what information is required when calling an ambulance.
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