Compton Preschool – Health and Safety Policy
1. Policy Statement
Compton Preschool is committed to providing a safe, healthy, and supportive environment for all children, staff, parents, carers, and visitors. We recognise our responsibility to comply with health and safety legislation and to promote good practices that prevent accidents, injuries, and illness.
Our goal is to ensure that all children can learn, play, and develop in a secure setting where risks are minimised through effective planning, supervision, and communication.

2. Responsibilities
2.1 Management Responsibilities
Management at Compton Preschool will:
· Ensure the preschool complies with all relevant health and safety laws.
· Maintain safe facilities, equipment, and outdoor areas.
· Conduct regular risk assessments and implement necessary control measures.
· Provide staff with appropriate training in first aid, safeguarding, fire safety, and emergency procedures.
· Keep clear records of incidents, accidents, and near misses.
· Review this policy annually or sooner if legislation or circumstances change.
2.2 Staff Responsibilities
All staff members will:
· Promote and maintain a safe environment for children and visitors.
· Supervise children at all times, ensuring correct adult-to-child ratios.
· Immediately report hazards, incidents, or concerns to management.
· Follow procedures for administering first aid, managing illness, and emergency response.
· Keep all records up to date, including attendance, medication forms, and accident logs.
· Maintain a clean and hygienic environment.
2.3 Parent/Carer Responsibilities
Parents and carers are expected to:
· Provide accurate health and emergency information for their child.
· Inform the preschool promptly of any medical conditions, allergies, or changes in health.
· Keep children at home when they are unwell or contagious.
· Follow preschool safety rules when on the premises.

3. Risk Assessment
· Comprehensive risk assessments are carried out for the premises, outdoor play areas, equipment, activities, and outings.
· Assessments are reviewed termly or following any significant change or incident.
· Daily checks of rooms, equipment, and outdoor areas are completed by staff before children arrive.

4. Accidents and First Aid
· A qualified paediatric first aider is on site at all times.
· Fully stocked first aid kits are available in designated areas.
· All accidents, however minor, are recorded on Tapestry and shared with parents/carers.
· Serious injuries or incidents are reported in line with statutory requirements.

5. Illness and Infection Control
· The preschool follows strict hygiene standards to limit the spread of illness.
· Children who are unwell or display contagious symptoms must remain at home until medically safe to return.
· Staff adhere to proper handwashing, cleaning, nappy-changing, and food-handling procedures.
· Outbreaks of infectious illness are managed according to UKSHA.

6. Medication
· Medication is only administered with written parental permission.
· All medication must be clearly labelled and handed directly to a staff member.
· Administration is logged and witnessed by a second staff member whenever possible.

7. Fire Safety and Emergencies
· Fire drills are conducted by Compton Primary School.
· Emergency evacuation procedures are clearly displayed and understood by all staff.
· Fire exits are kept clear at all times.
· Staff receive training in emergency response, including lockdown procedures if applicable.

8. Safe Premises and Equipment
· The building, outdoor areas, and equipment are routinely inspected for damage and safety.
· Unsafe equipment is removed from use immediately.
· Cleaning schedules ensure that all areas are hygienic and safe for children.

9. Safeguarding and Child Protection
· Compton Preschool operates in accordance with local safeguarding procedures and statutory guidance.
· All staff are trained to identify and report concerns about a child’s safety or wellbeing.
· Staff-child interactions are monitored to ensure safe and appropriate practice.

10. Food Safety and Allergies
· Food provided by the preschool meets required nutritional and hygiene standards.
· All allergies and dietary requirements are recorded and communicated to staff.
· Eating areas and utensils are cleaned and sanitised appropriately.

11. Outings and Transportation
· Specific risk assessments are completed for every outing.
· Parent consent is obtained for trips.
· Staff maintain close supervision and follow safe transportation protocols.

12. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or following:
· Significant incidents,
· Changes in legislation,
· Updates to best practices or operational needs.
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