Compton Pre-school – Health and Safety Policy and Practice 

Compton Pre-school promotes the good health of all of the children at the setting and we take positive steps to prevent the spread of infection and take appropriate measures when children are ill or taken ill.

Hygiene

· The manager makes sure that all staff are aware of good hygiene practice in order to prevent the spread of infection. The staff are kept up-to-date with current hygiene procedures. 

· The children are encouraged to learn about personal hygiene through the daily routine. Hands are washed after going to the toilet, using paints, using the sand pit, handling food, before snack, at the craft table, after sneezing etc. We adopt the ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ approach.
· If a child has headlice they must have treatment as soon as possible.
Food and Drink:

· All staff are are fully aware of, and comply with, regulations relating to food safety and hygiene.

· Fresh drinking water is available to children at all times and their snack consists of nutritious foods (such as fresh fruit) and is in accordance with any religious requirements and dietary needs. A healthy lunch ideas sheet is available for parents.
· We aim to be a nut-free pre-school.

· Staff hold a food hygiene certificate.
Animals:

· The manager ensures that all animals on the premises are safe to be in the proximity of children and do not pose a health risk. Parents are to be informed of animal visits in advance. When on trips and outings children are told not to touch or approach any animals.
The safety of young children is of paramount importance. In order to ensure the safety of both children and adults, the pre-school will ensure that:

· Insurance is in place (including public liability) and an up to date insurance certificate is displayed at all times.
· Compton Pre-school complies with the general requirements of the Health and Safety at work Act 1974 and the more specific requirements of the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (CoSHH).
· Children are supervised by adults at all times.
· All staff are first aid trained.
· An accident/incident record is available at all times.
· All adults are made aware of security in the building, including doors and windows.
· Termly risk assessments are carried out, to include both the inside and outside areas. This is undertaken by Claire Chapple (health and safety officer) and the manager.
· Broken toys and equipment are repaired or disposed of.

· The outdoor space is secure and children are closely supervised.
· The layout of the pre-school area allows children to move safely and freely between activities.

· Radiators are at a safe temperature

· All dangerous materials, (such as matches, medicines and cleaning equipment) are kept out of the reach of the children.
· Children do not have unsupervised access to the kitchen area.

· During cooking activities all children are supervised closely and kept away from the oven.
· Adults make sure any hot drinks are out of reach of the children.
· Fire drills are practised and recorded, as dictated by Compton Primary School.
· Registers of both adults and children are completed at every session.

· Smoking, vaping, drugs or alcohol are not permitted at pre-school.
· A correctly stocked first aid kit is available at all times and checked regularly.
· Fire extinguishers and fire blankets are checked annually.

· Whenever children are on the premises there are at least two adults present.
· Large equipment is properly erected and regularly checked.
· Fire doors are not obstructed and will be in good working order.
· Equipment offered is appropriate to the childrens’ ages and stages of development.
· Sand pits are protected from contamination and the sand is changed regularly.

· Any spillages are dealt with immediately.
· The premises are checked and cleaned at the end of each session and the building is secured.
· Equipment is cleaned regularly.

· If children fall asleep at pre-school a member of staff will check on them every 10 minutes and will record this on a sleep chart.
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