Compton Pre-school - English as an Additional Language (EAL) Policy

1. Our aims and principles

At Compton Pre-school, we are committed to providing an inclusive, equitable and welcoming environment in which every child can develop, learn and reach their full potential.

We recognise and value the languages, cultures, identities and experiences that children and their families bring to our setting. Children who speak English as an additional language (EAL) are supported to develop their English while maintaining and developing their home language.

We recognise that children learn language at different rates and in different ways. Our approach is based on the individual child's strengths, interests, experiences and developmental needs.

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework and use relevant Department for Education guidance to inform our practice.

2. Supporting children's home languages

We recognise that a child's home language is an important part of their identity, relationships, learning and development.

We will:

· Encourage families to continue speaking, reading and singing with their children in the language in which they feel most confident.

· Value children's use of their home language during play, communication and learning.

· Find out which languages children hear, understand and speak, and learn key words and phrases where possible.

· Provide books, songs, rhymes, photographs and other resources that reflect the languages, cultures and experiences of children attending the setting.

· Celebrate multilingualism and promote positive attitudes towards all languages.

We understand that a strong foundation in a child's home language can support their learning of English.

3. Helping children develop English

All practitioners have a responsibility to support children's communication and language development through everyday interactions, play and planned learning experiences.

We will:

· Provide frequent opportunities for children to hear meaningful, accurate spoken English throughout the session.

· Use clear, simple language, gestures, facial expressions, objects, photographs and visual prompts to support understanding.

· Introduce and repeat new vocabulary in meaningful contexts.

· Model language naturally and extend children's communication by repeating their words and adding new vocabulary.

· Use stories, songs, rhymes, role play, small-world play and familiar routines to encourage language development.

· Allow children time to listen, process language and respond without pressure.

· Recognise and value non-verbal communication, including pointing, gestures, facial expressions and actions.

· Plan activities that allow children to participate and demonstrate their knowledge and abilities without relying solely on spoken English.

· Provide consistent routines and visual timetables to help children understand what happens during the session and feel secure.

4. Settling in and the quiet period

Some children learning English as an additional language may experience a quiet period during which they listen, observe and become familiar with their new environment before speaking English confidently.

We will provide reassurance, time and opportunities for children to participate through play, observation, gestures and other forms of communication. Children will not be pressured to speak before they feel ready.

Practitioners will continue to observe children's engagement, understanding, communication and progress. We recognise that children have different experiences and that not every child will experience a quiet period.

5. Partnership with parents and carers

We recognise parents and carers as important partners in supporting children's language development.

When a child joins Compton Pre-school, we will seek to understand:

· The languages the child hears, understands and speaks.

· The people with whom the child communicates in each language.

· The child's interests, routines, experiences and preferred ways of communicating.

· Any relevant information about the child's language development and previous learning experiences.

We will invite parents and carers to share key words, phrases, songs, stories and other information that may help their child settle and participate.

We will encourage families to continue using their home language and share appropriate ideas for supporting communication and learning at home.

Where necessary and reasonably possible, we will seek interpretation or translated information to support effective communication with families.

6. Observation, assessment and additional needs

Practitioners will observe children's learning and development as part of everyday practice, paying particular attention to communication, language, social interaction, understanding and participation.

We recognise that learning English as an additional language is not, in itself, an indication of a special educational need or disability (SEND).

When considering a child's progress, practitioners will take account of their experiences, opportunities to learn English and development across all relevant areas. Where a child does not yet have a strong grasp of English, practitioners will work with parents and carers to explore the child's communication and language skills in their home language, where possible.

If there are concerns about a child's development or progress, these will be discussed sensitively with parents and carers. Jo Mapps, the setting's Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) will be involved where appropriate, and additional advice or specialist support will be sought when needed.

EAL will not be used as a reason to delay identifying or supporting a child who may have additional needs. Equally, a child's abilities, interests and potential will not be underestimated because they are learning English.

7. Staff development and external support

Compton Pre-school recognises the importance of staff knowledge and confidence in supporting children who are learning English as an additional language.

We will:

· Share effective strategies and good practice amongst staff.

· Access relevant training and current early years guidance as appropriate.

· Seek advice from the local authority early years team and other relevant professionals when additional support is needed.

· Work in partnership with parents, carers and appropriate services to support children's learning and wellbeing.

8. Monitoring and reviewing the policy

This policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner if there are changes to statutory requirements or guidance, to ensure that our practice continues to meet the needs of children and families attending Compton Pre-school.
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